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“Turkey`s Accession to the EU: Prospects and Challenges”

Introduction: 
Enlargement is a main feature of the European Union. Since its establishment as an economic community of six members in the 1950s five rounds of enlargement have taken place to date. The EU now is an economic and political union of 27 member states. 

The enlargement process is not yet complete, however: Negotiations with Turkey and eight other European countries on further accessions are in progress. Accession negotiations with Turkey and Croatia began on 3 October 2005.   

· Accession negotiations with Turkey and Croatia began on 3 October 2005.

· Accession negotiations with Iceland began on 27 July 2010.

· The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has been an official candidate country since the European Council of 15/16 December 2005, but the Council has not taken any decision as yet on opening accession negotiations.

· On 17 December 2010 the European Council granted Montenegro, too, candidate country status.

· The remaining countries of the Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia and Kosovo) have the status of potential candidate countries.

The negotiations are conducted at an intergovernmental conference involving representatives of all EU member states as well as the relevant candidate country. The outcome requires the unanimous approval of all participants.
The membership conditions

The 1992 Maastricht Treaty says (in Article 49) that any European state which respects the principles of liberty, democracy, human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the rule of law may apply to join the Union.

Further clarification came when EU government heads at a meeting in Copenhagen in 1993 laid down the basic conditions for membership. By the time they join, new members must have:

· stable institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and protection of minorities;

· a functioning market economy and the capacity to cope with competitive pressure and market forces within the Union;

· the ability to take on the obligations of membership, including support for the aims of the Union. They must have a public administration capable of applying and managing EU laws in practice.
Turkey began accession membership talks with the European Union in 2005.

Over the past decade, Turkey has undertaken many reforms to strengthen its democracy and economy. The hope of joining the EU has driven major reforms in Turkey, including economic liberalization, human rights protection, and greater civilian oversight of the military.
The EU has welcomed Ankara's moves to improve Kurdish rights and its efforts to normalize ties with neighboring Armenia. 

The EU also welcomed the Yes vote in a Turkish referendum in September 2010, which gave the ruling AK Party the go-ahead to change the military-era constitution and bring it more into line with EU norms.
However, Turkey's EU negotiations have been overshadowed by concerns about freedom of speech and democracy in Turkey, treatment of religious minorities, women's and children's rights, civilian control of the military and the Cyprus tensions.
Turkey:  prospects of joining the EU

Given its strategic location, large economy and military strength, Turkey is a major regional power.
Strategic location

Turkey’s location at the crossroads of Europe and Asia makes it a country of significant geo-strategic importance.

Military

The Turkish Armed Forces is the second largest standing armed force in NATO, after the U.S. Armed Forces. - Turkey is a crucial ally for the West

Economy
Turkey has the world's 15th largest GDP, and one of the fastest growing economies in the world. Turkey's exports amounted to $142 billion in 2008, while imports amounted to $205 billion. Turkey succeeded in attracting $22 billion in FDI in 2007 and is expected to attract a higher figure in following years.
Benefits for all:     What benefits could Turkey bring to the EU?

- EU membership would help Turkey become a successful Muslim democracy,                                                                                                                                             strengthen it as an ally in the fight against terrorism, and foster liberalization in the Islamic world.

- EU membership would help Turkish Economy to grow more strongly, thus bringing more prosperity to Turkey as a new comer, raising the standard of living, creating new jobs there, offering new markets for goods and services from the rest of the EU. 

- It will create an opportunity to extend the stability and prosperity enjoyed by the EU citizens into Turkey. It will help the EU to solve the issue of immigration.
Turkey now has the fastest growing economy in Europe. Its population is younger than that of the European Union and it has long been known as a bridge between the East and the West.

Challenges before Turkey:

Turkey’s accession to the EU is a very complex and controversial as well: 
First: The issue of enlargement
The prospect of further enlargement: eight countries are waiting to join the EU. Five candidate countries: Turkey, Iceland, Croatia, Macedonia, and Montenegro, and three potential candidates: Bosnia, Serbia and Albania. 

The EU absorbing capacity of new members forms a great challenge. The experience of previous EU enlargements has shown how well the EU integration process works. But major change is often a cause for concern and the forthcoming enlargement is no exception.
To meet these concerns, EU leaders agreed in June 2006 that future enlargements will take into account the Union’s capacity to absorb new members. This will not, however, be a precondition for membership. 

 Upon joining the EU, Turkey's 78 million inhabitants would bestow the second largest number of MEPs in the European Parliament. Demographic projections indicate that Turkey would surpass Germany in the number of seats by 2020.
Second: The Cyprus conflict
The Cyprus conflict is a long standing conflict. It is the oldest conflict in the continent of Europe.    Cyprus constitutes the main obstacle to Turkey’s accession, and since 2006 the EU council has frozen eight of the 35 policy chapters (which all candidates for EU membership must successfully negotiate) because of Turkey's refusal to implement its commitment to open its ports and airspace to Greek Cypriot shipping and aircraft. Four more chapters have been blocked by France, and Cyprus has blocked six, including the energy chapter. Cyprus has been the main official reason for the freeze. The whole island is a member of the EU. However, EU laws do not apply in the north of the island, which is governed by Turkey and is known as the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, recognized only by Turkey. 
Because Cyprus is an EU member, Brussels requires Turkey to open its ports and airports to Greek Cypriots. But Ankara says it will do that only when the EU, as promised, lifts the Turkish part of Cyprus from economic isolation by allowing it to trade directly with EU member states. 
Ankara says the EU has not kept its word due to opposition from Greek Cypriots, who say this would amount to EU recognition of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.
Third: EU member states stands

The EU member states are divided over the issue of Turkey’s accession. Britain and Sweden are among key supporters for Turkey’s bid to join the EU, while France and Germany, who are among the strong opponents, proposed a privileged partnership instead of full membership.

Proponents of Turkey's membership argue that Turkey is a key regional power. They emphasized the benefits that the EU could gain from Turkey’s accession in respect to its economy, military, and strategic location, which they see is clearly in the strategic interest of Europe. 
In contrast, some politicians worry that such a large, mainly Muslim country would change the whole character of the EU. Analysts say the major unspoken reason is that Turkey is a strong, Muslim nation. Because of its size, Turkey would have significant decision-making power in the EU, something observers say makes many Europeans uneasy amid growing Islamophobia on the continent. 
The Way out:

In an attempt to unclog the accession process, Turkey's chief EU negotiator, Egemen Bağış put forward a proposal that may ease concerns in a number of EU states about the prospect of Turkish membership.
 France's President Nicolas Sarkozy, Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel and a number of other senior politicians in the EU want Turkey to have a partnership deal with the EU, rather than full membership. France even went further in 2008 when President Sarkozy initiated what is called The Union for the Mediterranean.

However Turkey opposed those proposals and instead Turkey's chief EU negotiator has proposed a referendum on the country's accession in both Turkey and the EU.  but there are strings attached:
The impact of referendums: It should have a very negative impact on EU- Turkey’s relations. On EU global role,  on EU relations with the Arab and Muslim world, on minorities in Europe and the attempts to integrate them within European societies. And most of all on the Cyprus peace talks that is underway since 2004.

Conclusions and recommendations:

-The EU must play a larger and more effective role in the attempts to resolve the Cyprus conflict.

- The EU must show more sincerity in the Turkey’s entry talks.
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